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To gain field experience, Jinah works as an 
Emergency Medical Technician for ASU’s 
Student Emergency Medical Services is a 
Phlebotomist at Phoenix Allies for Community 
Health. She also served as a Neuropsychology 
Research Assistant at the Phoenix VA Health 
Care System. 

Jinah is also a gifted musician. She has 
volunteered as a musical worship leader, 
contributed her talents during the National Day 
of Prayer, and has been the guest performer at 
several military events.  

Jinah has also represented ThanksUSA scholars 
at outreach events including singing the national 
anthem at a Stephen Curry/ThanksUSA Golf 
Tournament and attending the 2015 Treasure 
Our Troops Gala. 

“I sincerely thank you for awarding me the 
Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship. 
Your generosity has greatly alleviated the 
financial burden of my education. I speak for 
myself, my family, and military families across the 
nation when I say, from the bottom of my heart, 
thank you!” 

Nearly 4,000 scholarships awarded,  
total value $12 million

ThanksUSA

Including this year’s Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship, Jinah Kim has received 
ThanksUSA scholarships totaling $12,000 for 
undergraduate studies at Barrett, the Honors 
College at Arizona State University. 

The daughter of an Army Chaplain, Jinah majors 
in Psychology with a Pre-Med concentration. “By 
studying psychology pre-med, I hold onto the 
vision of attending medical school to become a 
doctor in the military.” 



Nathan Berryhill believes that being literate in 
economics is key to a free society. He was 
awarded a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship to continue 
undergraduate studies at the University of Texas 
in Austin.  

With the lifelong goal of becoming a college 
professor, Nathan majors in Mathematics while 
serving as a tutor and peer mentor.  

Nathan’s father, Sergeant Matthew Berryhill, U.S. 
Army, committed suicide in 2009. “I want to do 
what any other child would want to do -- make 
their parent proud. Whether it pertains to 
school, my job, or community activities, I do it 
confidently and with the desire to make my 
father proud. He would also want me to speak 
out and say that 22 suicides per day is 22 too 
many.” 

“I would like to thank you again for your 
generosity and support. As a future educator I 
was thrilled to learn of my selection for this 
honor and thank you for making the Jackson 
Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship possible.”

Marine Corps dependent Carleigh Brough 
received a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship for undergraduate 
studies at Appalachian State University in North 
Carolina. 

Currently in her sophomore year, Carleigh 
majors in Nutrition with a Psychology minor. She 
is excited about preparing for her future career 
through Appalachian State’s Nutrition Internship 
Program.  

“At the end of my four years, I will enter a 
program to become a Registered Dietician. I 
have a plan to either join the Navy or work in 
child's nutrition. Many people in my family, 
including my father, have served in the military. I 
want to join the Navy and use my schooling to 
help the men and women who have sacrificed 
so much for our country.”



Maria Boretti from Crofton, Maryland, has 
received consecutive Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarships totaling $6,000 for 
undergraduate studies at Elizabethtown College 
in Pennsylvania. 

An Army dependent, Maria majors in 
International Business with concentrations in  
Accounting and Finance and a Spanish minor. 
“I hope to play a major part in an international 
business that serves underdeveloped areas of 
the world. I hope to own or lead an organization 
that specifically works with children in such areas 
and to use my financial background to make this 
possible.” 

Maria will have the opportunity to hone her 
Spanish skills next spring during a study-abroad 
in Spain. In addition to her studies, Maria plays 
soccer for the Elizabethtown Blue Jays Women’s 
Soccer.  

“Thank you for everything you do for such a 
wonderful organization in providing 
scholarships to military families. It is so greatly 
appreciated!”

Yasmine Yelverton was awarded a $3,000 
Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to 
begin a Nursing major at Florida Agricultural 
and Mechanical University. “I am passionate 
about becoming a health care professional to 
help people manage or overcome health issues 
and show them how to live healthier lives. I want 
to make a difference by bringing hope and joy 
to people no matter their circumstances.” 

An Air Force dependent from Columbia, South 
Carolina, Yasmine hopes to continue her 
education and become a Nurse Practitioner.  

“I would like to extend my sincerest gratitude for 
the Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship. 
I am thankful and excited to receive such an 
honor. You have made a huge difference in my 
life and I appreciate your donations to this 
program.” 



Ashley Hawkins, a Marine Corps dependent 
from Bedford, Texas, was awarded a $3,000 
Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to 
begin a Theater major at Regent University in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia. 

“There is nothing that I enjoy as much as theater. 
I want to learn as much as I can about my 
passion so that one day I will become a director 
and teacher of this fine art form. Using the stage, 
we can convey so much truth about life and 
humanity. It would give me great joy to help 
others learn how to convey these truths for 
themselves.” 

Ashley is already sharing her creativity as a 
contributor to The Daily Runner, Regent’s 
student-run online news source. 

Caitlin Horner from Annandale, Virginia, 
received her second $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to continue a 
Political Science major at the University of 
Houston. 

This Air Force dependent explains, “I am so 
interested in law and the legal system that I 
hope to attend Georgetown or William and Mary 
for my Juris Doctorate. After law school, I hope 
to clerk for a federal judge in order to become 
one myself. My ultimate career goal is to be a 
Supreme Court Justice so that I may leave my 
mark on not only the judicial world, but the U.S 
as well.” 

Caitlin participates in the Civic Houston 
Internship Program which pairs students with 
congressmen, senators and local officials. She is 
also a member of the UH Women’s Swimming 
and Diving Team.



Navy dependent Natalie Ebreo received her 
second $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship to continue undergraduate studies 
at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University. 

The Virginia Beach native majors in Mechanical 
Engineering and explains, “I would like to learn 
how to develop transportation, water, and 
structural systems that involve human 
interactions with the physical environment.” 

To enhance her education, Natalie has become 
active with several campus organizations 
including Engineers Without Borders, the 
Society of Women Engineers, and Hypatia 
Women in Engineering. This summer, she 
completed an internship with GE Aviation in 
North Carolina. 

“Your generosity has made a profound impact 
on my life and my future. The Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship has provided me 
the opportunity to join organizations and 
broaden my horizons in college. I have grown so 
much as a result and would like to sincerely 
thank you once again for your kind 
consideration and support!”

After his father suffered a debilitating back and 
leg injury, Air Force dependent Dominic Dudai 
discovered a passion for helping others.  

“The desire to help my father feel better allowed 
me recognize that I want to help all people. I 
never want any family to watch a loved one 
hurting.” 

The Florida native has received consecutive 
$3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarships for a Biomedical Sciences major at 
Troy University in Alabama. Ultimately, he plans 
to enter the United States Air Force and serve as 
a doctor. 

Dominic is involved with various campus 
organizations and has logged over 500 hours of 
volunteer service. He is a member of the Sigma 
Chi Fraternity is a proud member of the ROTC. 

“There are no words that I could use to truly 
express how grateful I am. This scholarship has 
given me an opportunity to reach my potential 
without facing a lifetime of debt. Thank you so 
much!”



Army dependent Alexander Bub was awarded a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to attend New England College in New 
Hampshire. 

A student of the New England College Honors Program, Alexander majors 
in Psychology with concentrations in Social Work and Art. “I have always 
had a fascination with how things work. This curiosity is the foundation for 
my long-term goal of becoming an Art Therapist with a strong focus on 
military veterans and their families.” 

With his family stationed in Germany, Alexander is grateful for the financial 
assistance of the Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship. He says, “I 
am honored to have been chosen for this award.” His parents add, “With 
college costs at the highest we have seen, this scholarship will help lighten 
the financial load to our entire family. Thank you.”

Marine Corps dependent Mikiah Carver has received consecutive Jackson 
Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarships totaling $6,000 for undergraduate 
studies at Brigham Young University in Utah. 

Mikiah is studying Geography with an Environmental Science emphasis and 
a minor in Geology. “I plan to further my education and obtain a PhD in an 
Earth-related science. I have always admired research organizations like the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National Geographic 
and the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center; securing a job with one of these 
organizations would be a dream come true. Anthropogenic impact on the 
environment and the atmosphere fascinates me and I hope my passion for it 
can help save lives and our ecosystems.” 

Mikiah’s family is currently stationed at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina. 
During the summer months, she returns home to volunteer with a local 
church and on the Boone Hiking Trail. 

With the assistance of a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship, Army dependent Adam Osterholzer began a Natural 
Resources Conservation major at Colorado State University. 

“Having grown up in a life of outdoor pursuits, I want to dedicate my life to 
protecting the fragile planet that we have. My educational pursuits will help 
protect our world so that future generations may flourish.”



Justin Kidd has received consecutive Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarships totaling $6,000 to study 
Kinesiology at James Madison University. 

A student of the JMU Honors Program, Justin has added a 
concentration in Exercise Science.  “I plan to continue my 
education, earn a medical degree, and specialize in 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation.” 

Justin is a Founding Member of the JMU Honors 
Fraternity, serves as a Physiology Teacher’s Assistant, and is involved with the Pre-Med and Pre-Physical 
Therapy societies. Next summer, he plans to participate in a pre-med fellowship abroad program. 

Besides his studies, Justin enjoys sharing his school spirit as a JMU musician. He is a Drill Instructor and 
Mellophone player for the Marching Royal Dukes and plays French Horn in the JMU Concert Band. Justin says 
that one of the most rewarding band experiences is participating in the fundraiser Marching for St. Jude’s. 

Though his studies and dedication to the Marching Royal Dukes leave him little down time, Justin is always 
eager to support others. He collects items for the community food pantry, raises funds for Special Olympics, 
and serves on the Pre-Med Philanthropy Team. 

In July, Justin and his father, Colonel Jeffrey Kid, U.S. Air Force (RET), attended the Jackson Casey Golf 
Tournament. They thoroughly enjoyed meeting the wonderful supporters who make Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarships possible. 

“It was an honor speaking at the Jackson 
Casey Golf Tournament this summer. The 
event in its entirety enlightened me to the 
true extent of greatness your organization 
brings not only to students like myself 
hoping to leave their own legacies, but to 
the entire world as it benefits from the 
contributions of those who share your 
values. I am again honored and humbled 
to be a recipient of the Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship. Thank you 
again for your continued generosity!” 



Siblings Erin Ward and Michael Ward each 
received $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarships for the 2016-2017 
academic year. Their father, Senior Chief 
Musician Jonathan Ward, United States Navy, is 
assigned to the Naval School of Music at Joint 
Expeditionary Base at Little Creek. 

Michael Ward attends Southern Virginia 
University where he majors in Biology. After 
completing his first year of undergraduate 
studies in 2014, Michael spent two years serving 
as a full-time missionary. “It was an incredible 
experience to remove worldly distractions and 
focus completely on the needs of others.” 

He is enthusiastic about resuming his studies 
and plans to pursue an advanced degree in 
Physical Therapy. “Having spent the past two 
years as a church service missionary, I have 
witnessed the hardships individuals and their 
families face when they have limited access to 
medical care. A firm believer in giving back to 
my community, my education will also qualify 
me to donate professional services to people in 
need. I am particularly interested in working with 
stroke victims or those who have lost a limb due 
to illness or injury.” 

Younger sister Erin Ward lives by the motto, 
“Lend them my hope until they can regain their 
own.” 

With the goal of becoming a Physician Assistant, 
Erin has begun Nursing studies at Brigham 
Young University in Utah. “My greatest desire is 
to provide exceptional medical care and when 
necessary, lend them my hope until they can 
regain their own.” 

Erin is also an avid musician who has earned All-
State honors and plays French horn in the BYU 
Wind Symphony. In her spare time, she enjoys 
serving the community by volunteering at the 
local hospital, library, and homeless shelter. 

As the oldest of six children, Michael and Erin 
are thankful for their Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarships. “This financial 
assistance is a tremendous blessing to our entire 
family.”



With the assistance of a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship, Navy Reserve 
dependent Erica Week is continuing 
undergraduate studies at the University of 
Central Florida. 

A student of the Rosen College of Hospitality 
Management, Erica majors in Event 
Management. “After completing my degree, I 
hope to find employment in the Orlando area to 
gain experience. Eventually, I would like to work 
with a resort company that owns properties 
around the world.” 

To complement her studies, Erica joined the staff 
of Rosen College. As a Rosen Ambassador, she 
assists in the planning of campus events and 
behind-the-scenes tours. 

Since her family lives in Excelsior, Minnesota, 
Erin faces out-of-state tuition and hefty travel 
expenses. “I have had the love and support of an 
amazing family and we thank you for the 
financial contribution to my higher education. 
We sincerely appreciate your generosity.”

Courtney White was only seven years old when 
her father, a Navy pilot, was shot down while 
serving during Operation Iraqi Freedom. She 
says, “After losing him, I was forced to instill 
within me a whole new sense of independence 
that has led me to become the determined 
learner that I am today.” 

Courtney was awarded a  $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarships for a Nursing 
major at the University of Washington in Seattle. 
“Being admitted into one of the country's most 
prestigious nursing programs has added to my 
motivation to do the best that I can both in and 
outside of school.”  

To supplement her educational pursuits, 
Courtney works as a Certified Nursing Assistant. 
“The perspective I have gained as a Nursing 
Assistant has deepened my desire to pursue a 
career in the medical field. Thank you for 
supporting my education -- your kindness has 
lifted a huge burden from my shoulders.”



Aaron Hayes, an Air Force dependent from 
Bluefield, Virginia, was awarded a $3,000 
Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to 
begin undergraduate studies at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University. 

“My life goal, made possible by higher 
education, is to become a doctorate level 
researcher. I want to be the scientist that helps 
people, such as the ones who revealed the 
actual problem in the Flint Michigan water 
crisis.” 

Aaron intends to double major in Biochemistry 
and Chemical Engineering with a minor in 
Patent Law. He is determined to continue his 
education and is considering a medical degree.  

“Thank you for your consideration and 
generosity. No one in my family has ever held 
the title of Doctor; this is my personal end goal 
where I see my future working at a college or 
benevolent research corporation. The Jackson 
Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship is key in 
paying for my higher education.” 

Washington native Madalyn Jacobs was 
awarded a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship to begin an Education 
major at Whitworth University in Spokane, 
Washington. 

The daughter of an Army National Guardsman, 
Madelyn has always enjoyed volunteering with 
children. She has served as a Sunday school 
teacher, tutored young readers, and assisted 
disabled riders at Strides Horse Therapy. After 
earning her teaching credentials, Madalyn 
hopes to teach language arts at the elementary 
school level. 

“Thank you for choosing me as the recipient of a 
Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship. 
This money is helping me fulfill my dream of 
getting a four-year degree and becoming a 
teacher.”



Army dependent Benjamin Bonney received 
his second $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship to continue 
undergraduate studies at the University of Utah. 
Planning to purse a career in the international 
mining industry, Benjamin majors in Mining 
Engineering and Business Administration. “I 
believe this combination of degrees will most 
effectively prepare me for corporate mining 
management.” 

A student of the University of Utah Honors 
College, Benjamin is a member of the Society of 
Mining Metallurgical and Exploration Engineers 
and serves as an Ambassador for the Mining 
Program. 

Besides his course-related activities, Benjamin 
enjoys volunteering at the Lowell Bennion 
Community Service Center. 

"Thank you so much for the financial assistance 
you have provided. I have the deepest 
appreciation for your help and cannot thank you 
enough."Army dependent Tiana Johnson was awarded a 

$3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship for her final year of Counseling 
Psychology studies at Colorado Mesa University.  

Tiana's career goal is to open her own practice 
and provide therapy for adolescents in need. 
Tiana loves her campus and enjoys supporting 
her fellow Mavericks as a Resident Assistant and 
Chief of Staff in the Associated Student 
Government. 

"I am extremely honored to be the recipient of 
this award. Through your generosity, I am able to 
continue another wonderful year of school with 
a lightened financial burden. I hope that one day 
I will be able to support students with their 
dreams as you have done for mine."



With the assistance of a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship Jordan Villegas, a 
Marine Corps dependent from Menifee, 
California, is continuing a Political Science major 
at Mount San Jacinto College in Menifee Valley. 

“My hope is that after my undergraduate degree 
I will study at law school and become a 
prosecutor for criminal law. I am a firm believer 
in maintaining justice and peace in America. I 
know that with my career choice I will be able to 
serve the country as an attorney by upholding 
the law.” 

Eventually, Jordan hopes to pursue a political 
career. She recently completed an internship 
with the Republican Party of Riverside County 
and adds, “I hope to go into national politics. It is 
a deep dream of mine to become a United 
States Senator so that I may help America 
become a greater nation.” 

Courtney Tomas from Winnetka, California,  
received a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship to continue a Sociology 
major at the University of California in Los 
Angeles. 

A cadet of the Air Force Reserve Officer Training 
Corps, Courtney plans to carry on her family’s 
tradition of military service, “My ultimate goal is 
to commission as an officer in the U.S. Air Force 
and serve as a Public Affairs Officer. I intend to 
serve the full 20 years just as my father, uncle, 
and grandfather did. After retiring, I hope to 
become an AFJROTC instructor for a 
Department of Defense Dependents School. It 
would bring me great pleasure to positively 
influence high school students as they prepare 
for their future.” 

To enhance her college experience, Courtney is 
a member of the Alpha Delta Pi sorority. She 
volunteers with the Arnold Air Society service 
organization and campaigns for the education of 
girls through Circle of Sisterhood. 



With the assistance of a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship, Army dependent Sierra Mortimer entered the University of 
Kansas to major in Biology. 

Sierra has been accepted to UK’s Honors Program and will concentrate on 
the molecular, cellular, and developmental aspects of biology. After 
completing undergraduate studies, she intends to continue her education 
to earn an advanced degree in Genetics.  

“Thank you so much for selecting me as a recipient of the Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship. I know there must have been plenty of 
worthy applicants so I will do everything I can to prove that I was a good 
choice.”

Air Force dependent Rafael Chontos received a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to return to Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University where he majors in Mechanical Engineering. 

With the long-term goal of earning a Master of Science in Architectural 
Engineering, Rafael is concentrating on acoustics and industrial design. 
Ultimately, he hopes to design and construct earthquake-resistant structures 
along the West Coast of the United States. 

Besides his studies, Rafael is involved with the International Relations 
Organization at Virginia Tech and serves as an Assistant Junior Scout Master 
for Boy Scouts of America.

With the assistance of a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship, Army dependent Hannah Smith began an Exercise and Sports 
Science major at Coastal Carolina University in South Carolina. 

The Georgia native was inspired to pursue her major after suffering an 
ankle injury during a high school soccer game. “When the physical 
therapists came onto the field they were very gentle and comforted me 
while they iced and wrapped my ankle.” Hannah now plans to continue her 
education and become a Physical Therapist.



Zoe Jones, an Air Force dependent from 
Yorktown, Virginia, was awarded a $3,000 
Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to 
begin a Political Science major at Kings College 
in New York. 

Considering a career in either law or 
international affairs, Zoe will add a concentration 
in Politics, Philosophy, and Economics. It is my 
career goal to work in politics, possibly 
managing political campaigns. I would consider 
it a great fulfillment of my dream to help get 
trustworthy and deserving public servants into 
positions where they could truly make a 
difference.  

Eventually, Zoe hopes to start a nonprofit 
focused on promoting government and history 
education in our nation’s high schools. 

“I am honored to selected as a Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship recipient. I 
appreciate your support of military family 
members and thank you again for this award.” 

Including this year's $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship, Brianna Kadlecik 
has received ThanksUSA scholarships totaling 
$9,000 for a Religious Studies major at Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania. 

The daughter of an Air National Guardsman, 
Brianna plans to attend seminary school and 
become a youth pastor. "I have a passion for 
helping teenagers and I can't wait to start 
learning how to teach and help them.” 

Brianna is an active member and Bible study 
leader for the CRU campus ministry and serves 
as Secretary of the Religious Studies Club.  

"Thank you so much for the Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship. It is because of 
scholarships like this that I am able to continue 
going to college. You are making a major impact 
in my life and my schooling. Thank you!"



Army dependent Benjamin Solem was awarded 
his second $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship to continue a Biomedical 
Science major at Liberty University.  

An ROTC Cadet, Benjamin plans on 
commissioning as an officer in the United States 
Army. “As a U.S. Army Officer, I would like to be 
sent to the University of Kansas Medical School 
where I could earn my PhD. Eventually, I would 
like to own a medical private practice and 
continue to serve people in their time of 
sickness and need. ” 

Benjamin is active with the Pre-Med Club and 
serves as a Delegate on the Student 
Government Association. This past summer, he 
served missions in Israel and Bulgaria. 

Besides his goal to become a physician, 
Benjamin also hopes to be actively involved in 
the state legislature. In addition, he hopes to 
find the time to author books on the topics of 
faith, family, and freedom. 

“Though I hope to experience numerous 
adventures and accomplish many extraordinary 
feats throughout my life, my #1 goal is to devote 
my whole self to glorifying God, spending time 
with family, and serving my country well in the 
public sector. Thank you for supporting my 
endeavors and those of fellow military families 
through Jackson’s life.”

Maria Seitz, an Air National Guard dependent 
from Pennsylvania, was awarded a $3,000 
Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to 
begin an Environmental Studies major at the 
University of Richmond in Virginia. 

“Through my involvement with the Chesapeake 
Bay Foundation Student Leadership Council, I 
have had the opportunity to learn about the 
issues affecting the health of one of our greatest 
national environmental treasures.” 

To get the most out of her education, Maria 
resides in the Women in Math and Science 
Living and Learning Community. She has joined 
the UR Green club and volunteers as a peer 
mentor. 

“Thank you so much for choosing me as the 
recipient of a Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship. It means so much to me and my 
family!”



Marine Corps dependent James Green has 
received consecutive Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarships stealing $6,000 to study 
Criminology at George Mason University. 

James is taking every opportunity to build 
professional attributes that will enable him to 
earn a position in his dream profession with the 
Department of State. To cultivate a wider 
worldview, James serves as a Peer Mentor for 
Leadership and Community Engagement and is 
a member of GMU’s Roosevelt Institute Think 
Tank. 

Though dedicated to his studies, James makes 
time to volunteer as a Youth Counselor for 
Northern Virginia’s FACETs organization. He is 
also a regular participant in Alternative Break, 
traveling to impoverished areas during spring 
break to offer his assistance. 

“It feels amazing to say that I am paying for 
college with support of scholarships from 
organizations like ThanksUSA. I am hoping to 
continue earning money through scholarships 
and work so that I can focus more on my 
academics and campus organizations rather 
than finances.”

Army dependent Sarah Lewis applied her 
$3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship to her second year of studies at the 
University of Alabama. 

A student of the Honors College, Sarah majors in 
Biology/Pre-Veterinary Studies with a minor in 
Management. “I am making the most of my time 
in Tuscaloosa, volunteering with the Campus 
Red Cross and in the local community. I enjoy 
helping people and donating my time and 
efforts to local groups and charities.” 

To compliment her studies and prepare for 
Veterinary School, Sarah has joined the Pre-Vet 
Society and works as a Vet Assistant at the May 
Veterinary Clinic in Tuscaloosa. 

“I would like to express my gratitude for 
awarding me a Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship. Your generous award has allowed 
me to focus more time on studying and less time 
on the financial obligations of education. I am 
grateful for your assistance and will proudly 
represent this scholarship at the University of 
Alabama. Thank you again!”



Amanda Leasure received a $3,000 Jackson 
Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to begin a 
Biology major at Gonzaga University in 
Washington. 

Because of family difficulties, Amanda was 
raised by her grandparents. When their health 
declined during her teen years, Amanda was 
taken in by her aunt and uncle.  

“During my sophomore year of high school I not 
only became the oldest of five children, but had 
to adapt to the workings of a new household. 
and the Army lifestyle. By the end of my 
sophomore year, my aunt and uncle adopted 
me and we moved to Camp Humphreys in South 
Korea.” 

Amanda is now planning for a military career of 
her own. She has joined the ROTC, added a 
minor in Business, and is making plans to attend 
medical school. 

“I plan to serve my country as a medical officer. I 
hope to make many discoveries within my field 
of medicine as well as uphold the morals and 
standards that are required when wearing the 
uniform of the United States Army.”

Army dependent Mirana Stoker has received 
Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarships 
totaling $9,000 for a Collaborative Piano major 
at Shenandoah University's world-renowned 
Shenandoah Conservatory in Virginia.  

“My career goal is to be an accompanist. I enjoy 
working with other instrumentalists and I will 
seek jobs accompanying soloists, choirs, and 
theaters.” 

Mirana already accompanies fellow classmates 
and truly enjoys helping others express their 
own musicality. She is a member of the Alpha 
Lambda Delta and Alpha Chi Honor societies 
and has performed in the annual Chamber 
music Honors Recital. 

“I want to thank you for making the Jackson 
Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship possible. I 
have learned so much in the past three years 
and this is promising to be another great year. I 
appreciate all that you have done to allow me to 
have this enriching experience. Thank you so 
much.”



Navy dependent Katherine Hitchcock has 
received consecutive Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarships totaling $9,000. 

Currently in her junior year at the University of 
Virginia, Katherine has declared majors in Art 
History and Public Policy to satisfy her diverse 
interests. “As an Art History major, it would be a 
dream to work with bits of history and culture in 
a museum. I am equally excited about the 
opportunity for a career in public policy as I 
would love the opportunity to effect change and 
improve the lives of others through government 
work.” 

Katherine is involved with several campus 
organizations. She serves as Director of 
Scholarship and Honor Board for the Delta 
Gamma Sorority, is an Investigator for the 
University Judiciary Committee, and is Secretary 
for Charlottesville Leadership Workshop. She 
also volunteers at the Madison House and works 
as a Fralin Art Museum Docent. 

“Thank you so much for another Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship! I am truly grateful 
for this financial aid as I pursue higher education 
at the University of Virginia.”

Marine Corps dependent Craig Schanz 
received a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship to begin a Physics major 
at the University of California at San Diego. 

“Though the Marine Corps made social life a 
little difficult, the core values have become an 
integral part of who I am. Work ethic, logistical 
skills, and time-management -- these are but a 
few of the skills I have gained thanks to my dad’s 
tutelage. My dad has provided me with the tools 
necessary to be a successful and independent 
adult and for that, I am truly grateful.” 

Craig was accepted to the UCSD Triton 
Community Leadership Institute program. 
Energized about his academic future, Craig 
intends to continue his education, earn a PhD in 
quantum physics, and pursue a career as a 
research professor. 

“I would like to thank you for being so generous 
as to award me the Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship. This means a lot to both 
my family and me because as the cost of college 
rises, so do our worries. I can now focus on 
developing critical thinking skills and expanding 
my horizons rather than being preoccupied with 
how to pay for college.”



Alicia Kunzler says, “With your financial support 
I am attending Utah State University pursuing my 
dream job of being a Registered Dietitian.” 

The Army National Guard dependent was 
awarded a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship to continue studies in 
the highly-competitive Coordinated Program of 
Dietetics. 

Alicia has already made an impact on the diets 
of local children through volunteer work at a 
Logan, Utah, elementary school and instructing 
4-H Health and Careers classes. 

“My goal as a young graduate is to work as a 
Clinical Dietitian, serving the various needs of 
hospital patients. I love food and I love people; I 
can hardly wait to make a positive difference in 
the health, happiness, and well-being of those I 
will be blessed to serve.” 

Minnesota native Joshua King was awarded a 
$3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship to continue Electrical Construction 
studies at St. Cloud Technical and Community 
College. 

This Army National Guard dependent first 
became interested in electrical engineering 
while earning a Boy Scout Merit Badge. He 
entered college at the age of 16 and will 
complete his Associate’s degree next spring. 

“My goal is to become a Journeyman Electrician 
before I enter university. I believe possessing 
more than one set of skills will open doors to 
higher paying jobs thus, enabling the 
affordability of the second half of my college 
career.” 

Joshua is a member of Phi Theta Kappa Honor 
Society and has made the Dean’s and President’s 
lists every semester of college. 

“Thank you for your contribution to military 
personnel and their families. Coming out of 
college debt-free has been a goal of mine and I 
sincerely appreciate the opportunity you have 
given me.” 



With the assistance of a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship, Army dependent 
Hailey Reeve is continuing undergraduate 
studies at Austin Peay State University in 
Tennessee. 

Hailey majors in Biology with a Pre-Professional 
Healthcare minor. She is preparing to apply to 
medical schools and explains, “My goal is to 
open a clinic that would serve underprivileged 
children. It is incredibly important to me that I 
spend my life giving back to others and use the 
opportunity of receiving a higher education to 
benefit people in need.” 

To compliment her educational goals, Hailey is a 
member of the Pre-Professional Health Society 
and Austin Peay Peer Mentor. 

“The Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship enables me to tackle the immense 
burden of funding my education. My father is a 
disabled Army veteran so this award is a 
tremendous financial relief to my family. Thank 
you for all that you do!”

Marygrace Ruiz received a $3,000 Jackson 
Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to continue 
a Physical Education Teacher Education major at 
the University of West Florida in Pensacola.  

The Marine Corps dependent is determined to 
reverse obesity rates in children and explains, “I 
realized that my passion and past experiences of 
working with children would serve me well in the 
major.” 

Marygrace is already promoting health and 
fitness as the President of the UWF Physical 
Education Club and Student Representative on 
the SHAPE (Society of Health and Physical 
Educators) Board of Directors. She is a Certified 
Piloxing Instructor, member of the UWF Running 
Club, and belongs to the Filipino Student 
Association. 

“Receiving the Jackson Casey FundThanksUSA 
scholarship is a great honor and I thank you. My 
love of exercise and healthy eating has 
continued to prosper, so I was excited to learn 
that I received this scholarship award to help 
fund not only my college education, but also my 
passion and dream. I want to influence children 
to live an active and nutritious lifestyle.” 



Army dependent Patrick Ramirez was awarded 
a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship to begin an Economics major at 
Harvard College in Massachusetts. “I am 
receiving an outstanding and well-rounded 
education from the best professors in the world.” 

Patrick plans to serve in the United States Navy 
after completing his undergraduate studies. He 
has joined the Naval ROTC program and adds, “I 
will faithfully serve the nation, making the Navy 
my career. After retiring from military service, I 
hope to continue serving America as a member 
of my state legislature and, eventually, as a 
member of Congress.” 

Though his family is stationed in Germany, 
Patrick has found a home at Harvard. He enjoys 
staying active with club sports, is a member of 
the Drill Team, and has joined the competitive 
Harvard Ballroom Dance Team. 

While taking a biology course, Coralys Carcana 
Barbosa became fascinated with genetics. “I 
realized that this was the subject that I wanted to 
focus on for the rest of my life.” 

A Navy dependent from Severn, Maryland, 
Coralys was awarded a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to begin 
undergraduate studies at the University of 
Pittsburgh. She majors in Biological Sciences 
with a focus in Genetics. Ultimately, she plans to 
pursue a PhD and become a genetics counselor. 

“To be awarded a Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship is a tremendous honor. I 
am thankful to qualify for this scholarship 
because of my father’s service. Every sacrifice my 
father has made during his Navy career has 
provided me countless life lessons including the 
importance of being appreciative. I will strive for 
excellence so that you may see how much this 
award has helped me.” 



James Marsh says, “My vision is to give every person in the world access to 
affordable primary healthcare.” 

This Navy dependent from Maryland was awarded a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to continue a Public Health major at Tulane 
University in Alabama. 

Preparing to apply to medical school, James has joined the Tulane Red 
Cross Club and traveled to Cambodia on a medical mission. He volunteers 
as a Tulane Orientation Coordinator and serves as fundraising chair for the 
Phi Sigma Pi Honors Fraternity. 

Ultimately, James hopes to work for the World Health Organization and 
promote global healthcare.

Cory Pringle was awarded a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship to begin undergraduate studies at Old Dominion University in 
Norfolk, Virginia.  

The son of a retired Navy officer, Cory majors in Pre-Law and plans to enter 
the military upon completion of his degree. “I have always wanted to be like 
my mom and join the military.” 

Bailey Delamer, a Navy dependent from Rhode Island, was awarded a 
$3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to begin an 
Aerospace Engineering major at the University of Alabama. 

Planning to join the military, Bailey has joined the AFROTC and says, “I plan 
to use my degree to serve our country and protect the United States. 
Educationally, I would like to get a Master’s and teach others the wonders 
of math and science as I excel in the engineering field and in the military.”



With the assistance of a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship, Marine Corps 
dependent Jacob McCulloh is continuing 
Communication and Religious Studies majors at 
San Diego State University. 

“I feel that I have great potential to contribute to 
American society and achieve my calling to 
become a Protestant Chaplain in the United 
States Air Force Chaplain Corps. I hope to 
achieve this goal and further demonstrate to my 
friends and family the positive changes I can 
make in the world.” 

Jacob enjoys serving on the Methodist Youth 
Fellowship Leadership Council and plays goalie 
for SDSU Club Ice Hockey. 

“Thank you for selecting me to receive a Jackson 
Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship. I had a very 
successful transition to college and will strive to 
do my best in honor of Jackson and all he gave 
to this world.”

Tyra Murray was awarded a $3,000 Jackson 
Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to continue 
a Psychology major at the university of Missouri 
in Columbia. 

An Army dependent from Maryland, Tyra plans 
to attend graduate school and specialize in 
psychiatry. “To prepare for advanced studies, I 
am enrolled in a research program that focuses 
on personality disorders.” 

Tyra volunteers at the Harry S. Truman Memorial 
Veterans' Hospital and interns at a mental health 
clinic. 

In addition to her academic work, Tyra is 
involved with campus media productions. She is 
the Events Director for the campus broadcast 
station, MUTV, and is an Assistant Stage Director 
for the evening show MU Tonight.



With the assistance of a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship, Navy dependent Sarah Hitchcock began undergraduate 
studies at the University of Virginia. 

Sarah majors in Environmental Studies and hopes to earn admittance to 
UVA’s Batten School of Leadership and Public Policy. Ultimately, she plans 
to earn a law degree and create legislation that protects water and other 
natural resources for generations to come. 

“The struggle to access clean and abundant water is one of the largest 
growing problems in the United States. A dream of mine while working in 
the environmental policy sector would be to enable the next generation 
the ability to attain water without fear of national shortages.”

Jarrod Kidd was awarded a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship to begin Accounting and Finance studies at James Madison 
University in Virginia. A student of the JMU Honors College, Jarrod is eager 
to enhance his communication skills, foster creative thinking, and create a 
network of support for his chosen career. 

After completing his undergraduate degree and becoming a Certified 
Public Accountant, Jarrod plans to pursue an MBA and adds, “I look 
forward to collaborating with others in the business world to create a 
shared vision and common goal.” 

Jarrod has joined the JMU Marching Royal Dukes drumlins and looks 
forward to engaging in community service in and around campus. “I’d like 
to thank the Casey family and ThanksUSA for your generosity and support. 
Many of my dreams have materialized and the attainability of many more 
goals has been eased.”



Elizabeth Persons was awarded a $3,000 
Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to 
begin undergraduate studies at Vanderbilt 
University in Tennessee. 

An Army dependent from Virginia, Elizabeth 
majors in Special Education with a focus on 
severe disability education and Psychology. 

Elizabeth plans to continue her education, 
earning a Master's in Education for the Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing. Her career goal is to teach 
special education at a school for the deaf. 

“Thank you so much for giving me the 
opportunity to apply for and receive this 
scholarship. With this extra financial support, I 
am receiving the best possible education at 
Vanderbilt. Once again, thank you very much for 
awarding me the Jackson Casey Fund/
ThanksUSA scholarship.”

Brian Fields received a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to continue 
undergraduate pursuits at the University of 
North Carolina in Chapel Hill. 

A member of the Honors College, Brian majors 
in Political Science and Peace, War, and Defense. 
Brian has joined an undergraduate analyst team 
researching the Syrian Civil War and works for 
cultivation of diversity in North Carolina through 
Carolina United Diversity Leadership 
Development Program. 

Brian intends to pursue graduate degrees in law 
and public policy before serving the citizens of 
North Carolina as an elected official. 

“I ultimately would like to serve in higher office, 
with a goal of returning to my hometown of 
Fayetteville, North Carolina and do work to 
combat poverty, gun violence, and a declining 
education system in the state.”



Navy dependent Juliya Key received a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to begin 
Linguistic studies at the University of California in Davis. “Words have a powerful effect on people, but there is 
equal power in silence. This complexity is what fascinates me about language, and is why I plan to study 
linguistics.” 

Juliya made a keen observation while her family was stationed in Europe. 
“Remarkably, the Europeans spoke two, sometimes three languages, 
bringing to mind an embarrassing facet of the Americans -- most of us only 
speak English. Language acts not as a barrier, but a doorstep. I hope to 
gain fluency in the most aptly qualified languages to take me back: 
German and French. As more and more decisions are related to  
international affairs, I hope to use my global experiences and linguistics 
knowledge to work as an editor abroad in the field of international 
communications.” 

Juliya is already making plans to study abroad in Spain during her junior 
year. After completing her undergraduate degree, she plans to pursue 
graduate studies in Germany. 

“It is with my sincerest gratitude that I thank you for this scholarship. Having grown up in a single-income 
family with three siblings, budgeting has always been a priority. This award has greatly reduced the stress of 
paying for college.”

Percie Lyons, a Marine Corps dependent from Springfield, Virginia, was 
awarded a $3,000 Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to continue 
a Physics major at Radford University in Virginia. 

A distance runner for the Radford Women’s Track and Field Team, Percie 
enjoys learning about anatomy and the capabilities of the human body. 
“My career goal is to become a Biomechanical Engineer and improve 
technology for the advancement of prosthetic body parts. I hope for all 
children and adults, no matter the circumstances, to have the opportunity 
to be active and not have a physical disability standing in their way.” 

“Thank you for your consideration and for awarding me this scholarship. 
This award has given me the opportunity to pursue an education and 
participate in athletics without the constant financial worry. Thank you so 
much!” 



Army dependent Katherine Buzzard applied her $3,000 Jackson 
Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship towards her junior year of Exercise 
and Sport Science studies at the University of North Carolina in Chapel 
Hill. After completing her undergraduate studies, Katherine plans to 
continue her education and become a Physical Therapist. 

“Living in a military community offered me unique opportunities. I will 
forever be indebted to my boyfriend’s father, LTC Kent Solheim, for 
opening my eyes to the world of Physical Therapy. LTC Solheim is an 
above-the-knee right-leg amputee from gunshot wounds sustained 
during combat in Iraq in 2007. His perseverance each and every day to 
continue to serve his country, despite his limitations, has greatly 
influenced my goals in life. I have seen firsthand how advanced surgical 
procedures, a strong will, and daily physical therapy benefit and assist 
him in returning to daily living routines.” 

This summer, Katherine completed a four week observational and instructional program in Rehabilitation 
Health Careers at the New York University Langone Medical Center as a DeWitt Wallace Reader's Digest 
Fellow. She is an academic scholar, volunteers in the Inpatient Rehab Physical Therapy department at UNC-CH 
Hospital and serves as Secretary of UNC-CH Pre-Physical Therapy Club. Katherine also serves as a mentor with 
the non-profit organization Gold Star Teen Adventures. 

“I am honored to be a recipient of the Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA Scholarship. As a Physical Therapist, I 
hope to work with soldiers who have been injured in the line of duty to achieve a better quality of life. I would 
like to thank you again for the support you have provided me. I am committed to working hard and will put 
forth my best effort to achieve these academic goals.” 



With the assistance of a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship, Army dependent 
Cheyenne Enderle is continuing undergraduate 
studies at Saginaw Valley State University in 
Michigan. Planning to become a Doctor of 
Veterinary Medicine, Cheyenne majors in 
Biology with a Pre-Vet concentration.  

To compliment the rigorous pre-vet curriculum, 
Cheyenne completed a Veterinary Science 
Program at Bay-Arenac Career Center and is 
now a Certified Veterinary Assistant. 

“Thank you for selecting me to receive a Jackson 
Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship. I have 
another eight to ten years of schooling, which 
means I need to save as much money as 
possible to be able to finance my education. 
I am working very hard to ensure I have a stable 
financial future and scholarships like this help 
put my mind at ease. I really appreciate all you 
do for students like me and I am honored to be 
a Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholar!”

Kennedy O’Malley-Dertien, an Air Force 
dependent from Nevada, was awarded a $3,000 
Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to 
begin an Industrial and Systems Engineering 
major at the University of Florida. 

“With an engineering degree, I can shape 
leading-edge technology to improve our society 
in areas such as health care or autonomous 
transportation. I am excited about a career in 
engineering and appreciate you offering this 
outstanding scholarship opportunity.” 

Kennedy has joined the Society of Women 
Engineers and the Florida Engineering Society. 
She also volunteers with several community-
service organizations through the University of 
Florida. 

“I am sincerely honored to have been selected 
for the Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA 
scholarship. The financial assistance that you 
provided will be a great help in paying my 
educational expenses and it will allow me to 
concentrate more of my time for studying and 
community involvement. I hope that through my 
hard work and dedication that I am not only 
deserving of this honor but that I am also 
honoring Jackson. You have my deepest 
gratitude and most heartfelt of thanks.” 



Washington native Grace Finley says, “The Army 
is the community that I was born into and the 
one that has raised me to be a successful 
person. I will use my education and skills to help 
those who have sacrificed their time and welfare 
to protect the freedoms that I have enjoyed for 
my entire life.” 

Grace was awarded a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to continue an 
Exercise Science major at Cedarville University 
in Kentucky. 

Upon completing her undergraduate degree, 
Grace hopes to be commissioned as an officer in 
the Army Medical Corps and be accepted into 
Baylor University Doctoral Program in Physical 
Therapy. “I want to serve my country by 
positively contributing to the lives of the service 
members that I care about so much, especially 
those who have been wounded or injured in 
service to this great nation.” 

Currently in her junior year, Grace maintains a 
perfect GPA, is a member of the Campbellsville 
Collegiate Women’s Wrestling team, and 
dedicates much of her free time volunteering 
with the local soup kitchen and participating in 
community outreach.

With the assistance of a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship, Army dependent 
Jaeda Ewings is continuing a Nursing major at 
the University of South Alabama. 

With several Alabama counties reporting 
nursing shortages, Jaeda plans to remain in the 
state and work in an underserved community. 
She happily reports, “I now volunteer in the 
Mother & Baby Department at the Children and 
Women's Hospital in Mobile. I will continue to 
serve this amazing hospital for the next six 
months.” 

After gaining knowledge and experience in her 
field, she hopes to return to school and become 
a Nurse Practitioner. 

“Thank you for your generous financial support 
of my education. I am so appreciative to receive 
the Jackson Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship. 
You have lifted a burden off of my shoulders and 
contributed to the making of a great nurse!”



Chelsea Olson says, “STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) is the foundation for 
future advancement and prosperity, not only for my 
home state of North Carolina, but also for our entire 
nation.” 

This Air Force dependent received a $3,000 Jackson 
Casey Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to continue a 
Mathematics Education major at the University of North 
Carolina in Pembroke. 

“My dream is to teach high school mathematics for 20 
years in a rural public school system. Upon my retirement 
from the public school system, I hope to teach college-
level mathematics in a community college setting for 
another 20 years!” 

Earlier this year, Chelsea graduated from Wayne Community College with an Associate’s degree. She has 
adjusted well to her new campus and is now a proud member of the UNC Pembroke Spirit of the Carolina’s 
Color Guard. 

“I would like to extend my sincerest gratitude to the entire ThanksUSA staff, the Jackson Casey Fund, and all 
the other wonderful sponsors who are making a real difference in the lives of military dependents. My heart is 
deeply touched by Jackson Casey’s story. His beautiful legacy will never be forgotten!” 


