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While volunteering at a summer school for the deaf, Air Force dependent Jasmine Ruffin
witnessed many students struggling to learn because of communication barriers.
With the assistance of a $3,000 USPTA/ThanksUSA
scholarship, Jasmine is continuing a Deaf Studies major at
California State University of Northridge.
Jasmine plans to work with deaf children and their hearing
family members to bridge the gap between the deaf education
and mainstream education systems. "The relationship between
a child and parent is very important to the development of any
child and plays a significant role in their future success in
education, communication skills and character."
To complement her major, Jasmine has joined the Deaf Student Association and Deaf
CSUNians Club, a student organization that promotes cultural, political, and social
awareness on campus and in the community. She has also represented ThanksUSA scholars
at Tennis Thanks the Troops events in California.
"I am very honored and grateful for being selected as a recipient of the USPTA/ThanksUSA
scholarship. Your generosity will continue to inspire my success in life and my academic
endeavors!"

Navy Reserve dependent Ireland Maguire has received
consecutive USPTA/ThanksUSA scholarships totaling $6,000 for
Nursing studies at Utah State University. “I have loved Utah
State and the Logan area since my first day here.”
Ireland’s long-term goal is to become a Pediatric Nurse
Practitioner. She explains, “I enjoy children and would love to be
able to put a smile on every child's face. Making people happy
and helping them find joy provides the greatest satisfaction to
me.”
Ireland has become very involved on campus and in the local community. She is a member
of the Pre-Med club and serves on the Aggie Health Committee, mentors fellow students
through the office of Student Orientation and Transition Services, and teaches University
Connections, a class for transitioning freshmen. Ireland is also a Certified Nursing Assistant
employed by Logan Nursing and Rehab.
“I wish to express my gratitude for awarding me the USPTA/ThanksUSA scholarship for the
2015-2016 school year. Coming to Utah State was one of the best decisions I have made, yet
it would not be possible without your generous contribution. Thank you!”

Ashley Peterson received her second $3,000 USPTA/ThanksUSA scholarship to continue
Nursing studies at the University of Portland in Oregon.
As the daughter of a career sailor, Ashley spent her earlier years
traveling and eagerly meeting people from all walks of life. Her
outgoing personality and altruistic nature make Nursing a fitting
major.
“There is truly nothing I love more than to make people smile
and help them feel worthy and beautiful. I want to be the source
of comfort for families in despair and for each and everyone of
my patients to know I am dedicated to providing them with the
highest quality of holistic care.”

Army dependent Tamarah Webb was awarded a $3,000
USPTA/ThanksUSA scholarship for her final year of Journalism
studies at Columbia College Chicago.
“Born in Hawaii, I have moved numerous times and lived in
places all around the world. Being able to live a military lifestyle
for 22 years has triggered my desires to document and blog. I
currently enjoy writing about various topics such as lifestyle,
culture, and social issues. Columbia College Chicago has
helped me discover more about myself and formulate my
thoughts to become a stronger writer.”
Tamarah is concentrating on Magazine Writing and Editing while minoring in Cultural Studies.
She has freelanced for the Kentucky Press Association and says that her ultimate career goal
is to become a features editor for a women’s lifestyle magazine.

Air National Guard dependent Morgan Miller was awarded a $3,000 USPTA/ThanksUSA
scholarship to continue undergraduate studies at Southeastern Louisiana University.
Currently in her junior year, Morgan enjoys speaking with
prospective students as an EXCEL Program Ambassador. She
is also a member of the Gamma Beta Phi Honor Society and
serves as President of the Alpha Omicron Pi Sorority.
“I am very honored to be awarded the USPTA/ThanksUSA
scholarship. Because of this scholarship, I am one step closer to
completing my career goal of becoming a Nurse Anesthetist. I
am very thankful for your continued contributions and support of
this amazing program.”

