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General Richard B. Myers and Mrs. Mary Jo Myers

ThanksUSA Announces 
Event Dates for 2016
Friends and supporters, we at  
ThanksUSA are enthusiastic about 
2016 and are announcing dates for 
several of our annual events. You can 
get involved by registering to play 
in a tournament, donating auction 
items, or sponsoring an event.

The 2016 Treasure Our Troops Gala on 
September 28 will feature honorees 
General Richard B. Myers, USAF (Ret), 
15th Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, and Mrs. Mary Jo Myers, found-
ing member of ThanksUSA’s Advisory 
Council. The emcee for the evening 
will be Tommy McFly, host of The 
Tommy Show on 94.7 Fresh FM.

For more information, please contact us or visit 
our website at www.ThanksUSA.org/events.

MicheleStork@ThanksUSA.org | 703-855-4108 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING
Q&A with Mrs. Mary Jo Myers
Mary Jo Myers is a founding member 
of ThanksUSA’s Advisory Council. 
She is an educator with an extensive 
background in public service as a 
champion for military, education, and 
humanitarian causes. She has been 
a military spouse for more than 40 
years, married to General Richard B. 
Myers, USAF (Ret). 

MARCH 19 
ThanksUSA Charity Tennis Pro-Am 

Fisher Island Club (FL)

TBD 
Senators Stevens and Inouye 

Memorial Scholarship Luncheon 
Charlie Palmer Steak (DC)

APRIL 14–15  
ThanksUSA Charity Tennis Pro-Am 

Trump National Golf Club (VA)

MAY 9  
ThanksUSA Charity Golf Tournament 

Creighton Farms Golf Club (VA)

AUGUST 8 
Heartland 4 Heroes Golf Tournament  

Governors Club (TN)

SEPTEMBER 28  
Treasure Our Troops Gala 
Four Seasons Hotel (DC)

2016 EVENTS

Q: How best can Americans say “thank 
you” to our service men and women, 
their spouses, and their children? 

Americans can best show their 
thanks by helping to integrate ser-
vice families into their communities 
by offering jobs to spouses and vet-
erans, showing appreciation for their 
service, and being inclusive in com-
munity organizations. And, of course, 
help with scholarships for educa-
tion is a life changing way of saying 
“thanks”! Yes, sacrifices are made by 
all family members when one serves 
in the military, but they don’t want 
anyone to feel sorry for them. They’re 
proud of volunteering to serve their 
country, and there’s no better way to 
thank them and honor that service 
than with a welcoming hand. 

Q: You’ve been a ThanksUSA Advisory 
Council member almost since the launch 
of the charity more than 10 years ago. 
What attracted you to ThanksUSA?

I first met the Okun family when they 
were exploring what they might do 
to support military families after 
getting to know the Ward family in 
their neighborhood. Rachel and Kelsi 
Okun, only 8 and 10 at the time, were 
interested in education and wanted 
that to be their focus. 

I was impressed and attracted by the 
genuine commitment and compas-
sion of this family who had no direct 
connection to the military. I appreci-
ated that their parents helped facili-
tate this effort, but followed the girls’ 
initiative. Their success and tenacity 
have gone beyond what any of us 
might have hoped for 10 years ago!

Q: What inspired you to focus on the 
educational paths of the children and 
spouses of our military? 
My background was in education, 
and I’ve taught English in second-
ary schools as well as to non-English 

Q: You’ve spent more than four decades 
helping military families. What are their 
biggest challenges?  

The world situation today, with our 
nation at war for longer than any 
other time in our history, brings dif-
ferent challenges and stresses to our 
military and their families than those 
incurred during WWII. 

I’m certainly not saying that the WWII 
deployments that lasted until surren-
der were easier than today, but the 
disruptions to family life caused by 
the “churn” of multiple deployments 
bring issues of readjustments to 
family dynamics and perhaps reas-
signments to new locales. It is espe-
cially difficult for children to adjust to 
these ongoing changes in their lives 
and the uncertainty they experience 
when a parent is deployed. 



General Richard B. Myers and Mrs. Mary Jo Myers with their family

JESSICA WILKINS   
Current Scholar

Jessica Wilkins is a proud Marine 
Corps spouse and mother of two 
who is determined to complete her 
undergraduate studies. Through five 
military relocations, Jessica has taken 
college courses at three different in-
stitutions over the past eight years.

Jessica is pursuing a Letters, Arts, and 
Sciences major at Penn State Universi-
ty World Campus with the assistance 
of a $3,000 John (NMN) Coffey/
ThanksUSA scholarship. Completing 
her degree through Penn State’s on-
line program allows Jessica to remain 
involved with her local community at 
Camp Lejeune. She volunteers with her 
children’s schools, local church, and 
the Officer Spouses Club. She serves 
on the OSC Charitable Distributions 
board and various committees.

“I would like to thank everyone who 
helps make the ThanksUSA scholar-
ship possible. The John (NMN) Coffey/
ThanksUSA scholarship has allowed 
me to continue college while having 
a family of four. As a Marine wife and 
mother of two, I am determined to fin-
ish my degree without student loans, 
and I thank you from the bottom of 
my heart.”

VIDEO ALERT | ThanksUSA on CBS Evening News: www.ThanksUSA.org/news-stories-videos

(Continued from Pg. 1)

With the help of this generous award, I am able to fulfill my goals of becoming an international 
airline pilot. I truly appreciate what ThanksUSA does for military families and am forever 
thankful for this opportunity.”         Air Force Dependent  Leonia Hunt

speakers both in the U.S. and abroad. 
I believe that learning is a lifetime 
pursuit, and my grandchildren know 
that I don’t pass up many teachable 
moments! Education opens doors 
to new opportunities, but it also 
becomes a path of necessity. With 
many injured service men and women 
undergoing months and years of 
recovery from injuries sustained in 
battle, the spouse may become the 
primary wage earner in the family.

Education can be the key to 
supporting a family as well as 

a more fulfilling future. 

Q: Tell us about raising your own family—
two daughters and a son—as a military 
spouse who traveled around the world 
with her Air Force husband. How did it 
work for both of you as parents? 

Military families incur challenges from 
frequent moves, but that also helps 
bind the family into a stronger unit, 
more dependent on each other. My 
children became best friends follow-
ing a move—until they made new 
friends at school. As most every mili-
tary spouse knows, you often have to 
act as a single parent. With toddlers 
testing patience or teenagers testing 
boundaries, it’s a challenge!  

With family members usually far 
away, other military spouses become 
your support system. Those wearing 
the uniform count on each other in 
life and death situations, and those 
bonds carry over to family members.  

Q: Your husband became Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff one month after 
the World Trade Center attacks of 9/11, 
helping to shape the War on Terror. How 
would you describe those years? 

The past decade has given me some 
distance from the intensity of those 
years, but I remember the respon-
sibility and the incredible honor we 
felt we had to represent the men and 
women in uniform and their families. 
We were awed by their dedication, 
resolve, bravery, and commitment to 
their country. It was a stressful and 
uncertain time, but being united in the 
same cause helped us to keep each 
other strong. There are not many jobs 
where husband and wife work with 
the same people and travel together 
for business. We each had our own 
agenda, but we were focused on the 
same things: ensuring support for our 
military families during war time and 
representing our military abroad to 
the best of our ability. 

To read more, visit www.ThanksUSA.org.



NATALIE EBREO  
Current Scholar 

Navy dependent Natalie Ebreo 
received a $3,000 Jackson Casey 
Fund/ThanksUSA scholarship to 
begin a Chemical Engineering major 
at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University.

Natalie’s goal is to enter the health 
care field to improve medical proce-
dures and conduct related research. 
She said, “One day, I hope to travel 
to different countries and assist in 
the research and development of 
medical equipment to improve the 
well-being of those who live there.” 

Natalie is active in campus organi-
zations including Engineers Without 
Borders and the Society of Women 
Engineers. She is also a member of 
the Retract Club and Filipino Ameri-
can Student Association.

“Your generosity has made a pro-
found impact on my life and my 
future. I am truly grateful to be part 
of a military family and a recipient 
of your scholarship. The work of 
ThanksUSA in supporting the mili-
tary community is truly remarkable, 
and I am proud to represent this 
worthwhile organization.”

National Spokesperson Stephen Curry
ThanksUSA National Spokesperson and Golden 
State Warriors guard Stephen Curry recently played 
as a starter on the NBA Western Conference  
All-Star team for the third consecutive year.

To end 2015, Stephen was named the Associated Press Male Athlete of 
Year. After helping Golden State capture the title last season, he led the 
Warriors to a 24-0 overall start to the 2015-16 season, the most consec-
utive wins to begin a season in NBA history. He has also earned Western 
Conference Player of the Week and Player of the Month honors. We wish 
Stephen and the Warriors the best in 2016!
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“The work of ThanksUSA in supporting the military community 
is truly remarkable, and I am proud to represent this worth-
while organization.”        Navy Dependent Natalie Ebreo

Tennis Thanks the Troops 
Attention tennis enthusiasts! There are many ways for you and your club to get 
involved in 2016 by hosting a fundraiser for Tennis Thanks the Troops (TTTT), 
a joint effort between ThanksUSA and the United States Professional Tennis 
Association (USPTA). Below are some of the most successful efforts from 2015.

Berkeley Hills Country Club in Duluth, Georgia, raised funds for ThanksUSA by 
hosting themed tennis mixers. They have also included a silent auction which 
helped boost their efforts. To date, six ThanksUSA scholarships have been 
awarded to military family members in their name.

Balboa Tennis Club, San Diego District Tennis Association, and San Diego USPTA 
have worked together to provide funds for six ThanksUSA scholarships. They 
did so by adding TTTT as the beneficiary to their Annual Tennis Fest, which 
included a donation option on the online application and a silent auction.

Junior Tennis Champions Center in College Park, Maryland, was host to the 
annual All-American Family Day Bash, a Memorial Day weekend tournament 
with TTTT as the beneficiary. This event involved community sponsors, a wel-
come reception, and a raffle to raise funds for ThanksUSA’s scholarship program. 

To learn more, visit www.ThanksUSA.org/Tennis-Thanks-the-Troops.

ThanksUSA Alumni & Friends
ThanksUSA has officially launched its Alumni & Friends website and 
directory. Alumni & Friends was developed to support and con-

nect the growing number of ThanksUSA scholars as they pursue careers after 
graduation. Benefits of the group will include exclusive networking events,  
a private discussion forum, and access to the alumni directory. Stay tuned!



2016 LEADERSHIP
Board of Directors
Hon. B. Robert Okun, Chairman & CEO
Carolyn Ferek, Secretary
Patricia St. George, Treasurer
Stephen E. Baskin
Rhett Butler 
Fred Cannon
Gen. George W. Casey, Jr., USA (Ret)
Maj. Gen. Jack Catton, USAF (Ret)
Capt. John P. “Sean” Coffey, USN (Ret)

J. Andrew Don 
Gen. Ann E. Dunwoody, USA (Ret)
Jill A. Dyal
Alex Ehrlich
Frank J. Fahrenkopf, Jr.
Timothy H. Gillis
Gillian Jaeger
Gen. James L. Jones, USMC (Ret)
Gary M. Kittay
Suzie Kovner

Lt. Gen. Normand Lezy, USAF (Ret)
Laura A. Odell
Deanna Tanner Okun
Rachel Okun
Russ Owen
Maj. Gen. Hawthorne L. Proctor, USA (Ret)
Win Sheridan
Peter L. Thoren
Hon. Zach Wamp

Advisory Council
Mrs. Bonnie Amos, USMC
Rear Adm. Richard A. Buchanan, USN (Ret)
Mrs. Sheila Casey, USA
Mrs. Eva-Marie Chandler, USAF
Ms. Sharon Chase
Mrs. Beth Chiarelli, USA

Mr. Martin Coster 
Sgt. Ronald Drach, USA (Ret)
Captain Dawn Halfaker, USA (Ret)
Sgt. Maj. Alford McMichael, USMC (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Kenneth Minihan, USAF (Ret)
Mrs. Deborah Mullen, USN
Lt. Gen. Tad Oelstrom, USAF (Ret)
Ms. Caroline Suplizio

Emeritus Director
Hon. Rod Paige ThanksUSA Scholarship Program

Applications Open: April 1, 2016  
Applications Close: May 15, 2016 

www.ThanksUSA.org

• 2,400 applications received in 2015
• Since 2006, our scholars have earned 

more than $11 million in scholarships


