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BRENTWOOD, TN – Red Cloud Food Services 
(RCFS) is proud to partner once again with 
ThanksUSA in hosting Nashville’s Heartland 4 Heroes 
Golf Tournament benefiting military families. The 
tournament raises funds to support ThanksUSA’s 
mission of providing scholarships and pathways to 
employment for children and spouses of our troops.

“This is just one way we can give back to our 
troops who sacrifice so much in protecting our 
families and freedom every day,” said Robert 
Harrison, Chairman and owner of RCFS. 

“We are proud to sponsor this event for a sixth consec-
utive year, building on our inaugural tournament which 
funded five scholarships. To date, we have raised more 
than $125,000 and provided 47 scholarships.”

Participants in the Brentwood invitational will include 
wounded warriors and Army personnel from Fort 
Campbell. RCFS encourages individuals and local 
businesses to join its effort and demonstrate their com-
mitment to those serving at Fort Campbell by becoming 
sponsors and/or participating in the tournament.

Scholar Stories
Army dependent Mariah Smith 
explains how a mix of military life 
and competitive golf have helped 
her grow and mature. She says, 
“Both experiences have taught 
me the importance of honesty, 
determination, persistence and a 
strong work ethic. These experi-
ences have allowed me to become 
a leader in the community and a 
role model for others.” 

With the assistance of a $3,000 Heartland 4 Heroes/
ThanksUSA scholarship, Mariah will draw from these 
skills as she begins a Chemistry major at the University 
of Tennessee in Knoxville.

Army National Guard dependent 
Justin Ramos received con-
secutive Heartland 4 Heroes/
ThanksUSA scholarships totaling 
$6,000 for an Exercise Science 
major at Campbellsville Univer-
sity in Kentucky. An avid athlete, 
Justin is a defensive back for the 
University football team. He is 
also active in Baptist Campus and 
Sports Reach ministries.  

Justin has interned at The Kid’s SpOT Center and the 
Taylor County Schools Occupational Therapy program. 
He now plans to pursue a Doctorate of Occupational 
Therapy and work within the public school system. 

He says, “Thank you so very much for the Heartland 
4 Heroes/ThanksUSA scholarship. I look forward 
to working as an occupational therapist and helping 
children achieve their goals. Thank you for providing 
this opportunity to prove myself.”

Scholar Mariah Smith at the 2017 Golf Tournament  
with Robert and Felicia Harrison of RCFS

For sponsorship inquiries, please contact 
Felicia Dellanini at feliciad@redcld.com.
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Thanking America’s Troops and Their Families with the Gift of Education and Pathways to Meaningful Employment
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About ThanksUSA
ThanksUSA is a 501(c)(3) organization that provides need-based educational  
scholarships and pathways to meaningful employment for children and spouses of  
U.S. military personnel, with special emphasis given to those who lost a loved one  
in service to America.

We do this because America’s troops and their families deserve our respect and our 
thanks for their selfless service. Members of the United States Armed Forces have 
borne significant burdens to protect this country, and we can’t let their contributions 
be forgotten. 

Scholarship Program Highlights
ThanksUSA’s scholarship program is unique in that both spouses and children of 
military men and women can apply to the same organization for support. 

• Since ThanksUSA’s inception in 2006, we have awarded more than 4,200  
scholarships valued at more than $13 million.

• Our scholarship recipients represent all military branches and come from each  
of the 50 states and the District of Columbia.

Pathways to a Brighter Future
In 2017 alone, ThanksUSA received 1,800 applications from military spouses and children 
and awarded 315 scholarships totaling $1,327,510. In order to meet the evolving needs 
of our scholars and their families, we have launched the Pathways for Patriots program 
which is cultivating professional relationships between our scholars and corporate 
partners through mentorship, networking, internships, and career opportunities.

Responsible Stewardship and Operational Expertise
Supporters of ThanksUSA can be confident that their funds will be used effectively and 
only for the intended purpose of the scholarship program. Our fiscal responsibility, 
financial transparency, strong governance, and average expense ratio of only 10 percent 
serve as an excellent measurement of integrity, financial health, and operational stability. 
Ninety percent of your contribution will support the scholarship program.

Worth Remembering
With the ongoing engagement of the U.S. military in so many parts of the world, 
there remains a need for educational and career opportunities that will enable service 
members’ families to live fulfilling and productive lives. And, as they flourish, our 
neighborhoods and cities also benefit.

“It touches my heart that ThanksUSA recognizes the families of the men and women who serve our nation.”
–Army dependent Sinead Bolton


