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Isabella’s father deployed to Iraq in 2003. As part of 
his experience in the Marine Corps during Operation 
Phantom Fury, he incurred both physical and psycho-
logical wounds. 

Isabella said, “During this challenging time, my father 
encouraged me to learn as much as possible about 
issues I am passionate about, such as climate change. 
He set a great example by continuing his education 
and obtaining his Bachelor of Business degree.”

Isabella studied hard and joined many academic 
clubs and activities. “I decided to accept life’s adver-
sities just as my father had,” she said, “and turn my 
situation into motivation to obtain my personal and 
academic goals.” 

Through these activities, she found her passion for 
volunteering and caring for the environment. She 
plans to pursue a law degree to impact environmental 
legislation. She also hopes to serve her country by 
joining the military herself. 

Paris said, “Growing up in a military family showed 
me the true value of diverse communities.” 

Paris attended school just outside of Fort Riley Army 
Base where she made long-lasting friendships with 
people from many different backgrounds. She also 
learned about financial hardship.

“The majority of my classmates, including me, were 
on free and reduced lunch plans and took home bags 
of canned goods on Fridays to make it through the 
weekends,” she shared.

These experiences led Paris 
to work at a local Boys & 
Girls Club, serving other 
students. She also competed 
in the Boys & Girls Clubs 
Youth of the Year Com-
petition, winning District 
and State Youth of the Year 

in 2019 for her efforts championing greater out-of-
school support for the next generation. 

She credits the military community for molding her 
into a passionate, driven and compassionate person. 

“I will continuously advocate for the unsung youth 
voice throughout my career and my lifetime,” she said.



George has been interested in Engineering for as long 
as he can remember. He attended MidCoast Con-
struction Academy and earned an electrician ap-
prenticeship. He now attends the University of Texas 
in San Antonio pursuing an Electrical Engineering 
degree. He has hopes to open his own engineering 
firm one day.

As the oldest in his family, George often had to step 
up during difficult times to help care for his younger 
siblings. His father’s PTSD has impacted George and 
their relationship ever since he was born.

He shared, “My dad was deployed when I was born, 
due to the attacks on 9/11. His aircraft carrier was 
scheduled for a 6-month tour that turned into a 
10-month tour. Because of this, I didn’t meet my dad 
until I was 8 months old.”

Though the family still has struggles, they have over-
come the stigma and are able to manage better than 
ever before. George said, “My dad and I both will be 
college graduates.”

Kailey’s father served in the United States Army for 
more than 20 years and dedicated his life to our coun-
try. Because of his vast physical and mental disabili-
ties which were incurred while on active duty, he was 
forced to retire early. 

“The debilitating mental issues he faces daily are 
far more crippling than his physical ailments,” she 
shared. “By receiving a Thanks USA scholarship, the 
financial burdens from the cost of college would be 
lifted off the shoulders of my parents whom already 
face hardships of their own.”

Kailey is able to focus on her studies so that she can 
reach her ultimate goal of becoming an orthodontist.
After wearing braces from age seven to 14 and seeing 
the incredible results, she has aspired to help others in 
this way.

She volunteered over summer break shadowing Dr. 
Regina Hendrix, an Auburn University alumna. Her 
mentor’s knowledge and expertise made Auburn a top 
choice for Kailey.
 
Later, she plans to attend the School of Dentistry in 
Birmingham at UAB and eventually open her own 
Orthodontics practice which will offer people a 
chance to have a “beautiful, impeccable smile.”



When Carson was six years old, his dad spent time 
in the hospital following a traumatic brain injury. 
Carson felt forgotten and alone when his dad didn’t 
recognize him, but he helped his dad learn to read 
and walk again. 

“Through this trauma when I was a Kindergartner, 
I learned that I can overcome any challenge even it 
seems bigger than me,” said Carson. “I know that I 
can help others overcome challenges and any difficul-
ties that they may face.”

Carson now attends Ensign College with a focus on 
digital content creation and social media marketing. 
He plans to graduate in 2025 and pursue a career in 
media production. 

He said, “My long-term career objective is to mentor 
and help others by producing quality and uplifting 
media that encourages them in their personal pur-
suits.”

Being a military kid provided Nakayah a great ap-
preciation for the men and women who serve this 
country. 

She said, “Through the constant moving, I remained 
grateful because I knew that what these warriors were 
doing was something greater than one can ever be 
repaid for.”

Though the struggle of moving nearly every year took 
a toll on her, she always felt ready to be successful at 
school. Growing up, her father often said “They can 
take all of your money, clothes, and cars, but they’ll 
never be able to take away your knowledge.” 

As Nakayah grew, she valued education more and 
more. Now, as a high achieving International Bac-
calaureate student, she is proud of her academic 
achievements. Her goal is to help others find their 
place in society through education. 

Studying business and urban planning, she said, “I 
will use my education to understand how inequities 
across America are created and learn how to chal-
lenge and fix these issues. I would like to use my 
major to help break down economic injustices within 
disadvantaged communities.”



When Isaiah was very young, his father served three 
tours in Iraq during the peak of the Iraq War. With 
much time apart during these highly formative years 
of life, the two bonded later through their shared love 
of sports and passion for helping others.

Isaiah has decided to pursue a career in Law, saying,
“I aspire to pursue a law degree in an effort to pro-
vide services for Veterans like my dad who need help 
attaining their rightful benefits.”

Before attending law school, he intends to earn a 
bachelor’s degree in Business Management. Eventual-
ly, he plans to open his own law firm in hopes of pro-
viding pro bono legal services for the most vulnerable 
and overlooked individuals in his hometown of El 
Paso. He dreams of creating a network of  profession-
als with the intention of providing continuous legal 
assistance to the needy.

As a military child, Eva has a strong interest in work-
ing with the military and dreams of working for a U.S. 
defense or intelligence agency one day.

Eva is pursuing an undergraduate degree in Interna-
tional Affairs with a regional concentration on Asia at 
the George Washington University Elliott School of 
International Affairs. She also plans to complete mi-
nors in both Korean language and Mandarin Chinese 
language. 

Eva’s love of foreign languages and international 
affairs stems from her father’s work as a military lin-
guist and intelligence officer. 

She said, “By learning languages, I not only found 
what I am most passionate about, but found a way to 
connect with my Dad.”
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CUMULATIVE FUND SUPPORT  

In the past ten years, the Jackson Casey Fund has given 463 scholarships and a total 
funded amount of $1,439,000.  The annual scholarship package value was $131,091.  
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