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Greetings!

This time of year is full of hope -- for warmer weather and, for many
military family members who will soon be applying to ThanksUSA's
scholarship program, hope for support to lessen the inancial burden of
pursing a college education. Thanks to our supporters, we can offer this
aid year after year.
ThanksUSA scholarship applications will open April 1 and be available
through May 15. Military children and spouses will apply for $3,000
grants, along with additional bene its of our Pathways for Patriots
program including mentoring, networking and career development
opportunities with our corporate partners.

ThanksUSA in the News

Earlier this month, one ThanksUSA scholar and Air Force spouse started a
new job that originated with an opportunity to network at the ThanksUSA
Gala this past October. Read more about Haley, her inspiration to work in
the healthcare industry, and how a ThanksUSA scholarship helped her in
pursuing that dream.

The Mercury News
How Stephen Curry Focused
More on Philanthropy Efforts
than "Noise"

On ThanksUSA's National
Spokesperson Stephen Curry:
"The military holds him in high
esteem," said Gen. Peet Proctor, a
ThanksUSA board member. "We
certainly believe we need more
individuals, such as himself, that can
give of themselves to this nation."

ThanksUSA scholar Haley Childress (left) with her husband, Air Force contract
specialist Mckenze Childress, and (right) with Pro Football Hall of Famer Darrell
Green at the ThanksUSA Treasure Our Troops Gala

ThanksUSA Scholar Spotlight

Tennis Thanks the Troops
This Memorial Day weekend,
ThanksUSA invites you to honor our
troops and their families in a
memorable way by supporting the
All-American Family Day Bash.

Navy dependent Joseph Camano received a $3,000 Smiths
Detection/ThanksUSA scholarship for undergraduate studies at
Randolph-Macon College in Virginia. As a student of the Honors College,
Joseph majors in Computer Science with a concentration in Cyber and
Network Security. Upon completion of his undergraduate studies, Joseph
plans to seek employment with a government agency to aid in our
nation's cyber defense.
"I want to thank you for your contributions to ThanksUSA. I am proud to
be a Smiths Detection/ThanksUSA scholar and, thanks to you, I am one
step closer to achieving my academic dream."

Saturday, May 26
Junior Tennis Champions Center
College Park, Maryland
The day will include fun singles and
doubles play for the whole family. To
honor our wounded veterans,
ThanksUSA will once again host an
adaptive tennis tournament.

Joseph Camano

Veterans who participated in the 2017
adaptive tournament pose at JTCC

Zuniga Family

Diana Zuniga was awarded a $3,000 Strada Education
Network/ThanksUSA scholarship for Political Science studies at Penn
State World Campus. An Air Force spouse, Diana is advancing her
education with the goal of seeking employment as a lobbyist and grant
writer.
"To all ThanksUSA donors on behalf of myself and my family, thank you!
Making the decision to go back to school, knowing that I have two
children to put through college, was a dif icult one. I had considered every
dollar spent on my education as money that I should have been saving to
pay for my children's education. Earning my degree will put my husband
and I in a better place to inancially afford paying for our children's
education, and hopefully pay it forward."

Pathways for Patriots Update
Military Spouse Champion
Bonnie Amos
For the Winter 2018 issue of the
ThanksUSA newsletter, we spoke with
Board Member Bonnie Amos. She
was born and raised in Pensacola,
Florida, where she met her Marine
Corps ighter pilot husband, General
James F. Amos, USMC (Ret). During his
45-year career, their family, including
a son and daughter, relocated 30 times
to 20 different locations.
Click to read more if you missed
our Q&A with Bonnie.

ThanksUSA and iHeartMedia hosted the irst Pathways for Patriots
breakfast brie ing in January, with another to follow in April at TwinLogic
Strategies. At iHeartMedia, we were joined by ThanksUSA scholars
James Green and Sarah Raphael, who represent the best of
ThanksUSA and the potential for growth we see in all of our scholars.
We also shared several hard facts concerning the challenges faced by our
military families. According to the latest Blue Star Families Military Family
Lifestyle Survey:
Nearly one-third of all military spouses are unemployed.
32% of military spouses list saving for children's college as their
top inancial obstacle.
ThanksUSA seeks to bridge these gaps. The Pathways for Patriots
program fosters relationships between sponsors and scholars through
mentoring, networking, and workplace training opportunities. The
program adds value for both sponsors and scholars by highlighting the
bene its of collaboration and mutual contribution.
Our efforts would not be possible without the leadership and
support of our corporate partners. View the sponsorship materials
for more information on how to join the movement to help provide more
military families with education and employment opportunities.

2018 Event Schedule
April 12, 2018
Pathways for Patriots
Breakfast Brie ing
TwinLogic Strategies (DC)
May 7, 2018
ThanksUSA Golf Tournament
Creighton Farms Golf Club (VA)
July 2018
Capitol Hill Scholarship Reception
Washington, DC
July 30, 2018
Heartland 4 Heroes Golf Tournament
Governors Club (TN)
September 2018
Treasure Our Troops Gala
Washington, DC
For more details on upcoming
events, please visit our website.
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The Kovner Foundation Challenge Grant
The $400,000 Kovner Foundation Challenge Grant will wrap up on June
30, and with your help, we know we can reach our goal. Don't forget to
make your donation to ThanksUSA very soon to double your impact on
the lives of military families with a MATCH by The Kovner Foundation.
Your donation to ThanksUSA will help our organization grow and support
the mission of providing scholarships and pathways to employment
for military families. Please visit our website to track our progress and
donate.

ThanksUSA Volunteer Outing
To gear up for 2018, ThanksUSA caught up with several of our longtime
volunteers at Topgolf Alexandria in February. Our volunteers are essential
to the success of our events each year, and we thank them for their time
and dedication!

Pictured top row (L-R): Michele Stork, Mary Jo Rubino, Megan Blair, and Sandy
Webster; bottom row: Kelly Sohou and Amanda Folks

